Special Forces Medical Sergeant (SFMS)
Course Number: 011-18D30-C45 ALC (Army)     Location: Joint Special Operations Medical Training Center, Fort Bragg, N.C.
Clearance: Secret       Class Size: 40        Iterations: 7 per year 	       Course Duration: 16 Weeks
Contact Number: (910) 907-2917    DSN 239-2917
Prerequisites: Army: Enlisted (E3-E7) Soldiers who have been selected to participate in the Special Forces Qualification Course and who have graduated from the Special Operations Combat Medic Course. (NOTE: See ATRRS for class dates and other course prerequisites.)
Navy Prerequisites: Enlisted (E5-E7) Sailor who has successfully completed and met the requirements as per MILPERSMAN 1306-983 to attain the NEC HM LO2A, Special Operations Independent Duty Corpsman. (NOTE: See CANTRAC and MILPERSMAN 1306-983 for other course prerequisites).
Scope: To train and qualify selected noncommissioned officers in the 18D MOS portion of the Special Forces Qualification Course (SFQC), teaching them the medical skills necessary to support the ARSOF Mission and Special Operations Independent Duty Corpsman (NEC LO2A).
Course Description: The course consists of a series of didactic and performance based learning objectives enabling Special Operations Combat Medic (SOCM) course graduates to progress through 16 additional weeks of training both individually and as a collective group.  Potential Special Forces Medical Sergeants and Naval Corpsman are taught the advanced medical skills and knowledge required to perform as supervised medical providers in CONUS environments, and as independent, remotely supervised providers OCONUS.  Graduates will be able to provide point of injury care to combat casualties and then sustain them in the event of prolonged evacuation as well as be able to properly diagnosis and treat medical patients in austere, non-permissive environments without conventional casualty evacuation assets or resupply.  The culmination of training concludes in Special Operations Clinical Training (SOCT) at various hospitals throughout the United States. The following blocks of instruction make up the Special Forces Medical Sergeant course.  
Clinical Diagnostics Block: A diverse block of instruction designed to give students the skills they will need to assess and diagnose patients.   It consists of laboratory subjects, physical therapy and diagnostic imaging.  Laboratory subject teaches the skills needed to perform various tests such as basic hemoglobin and hematocrit determination, white blood cell count and identification, red blood cell morphology, urinalysis, parasitology, mycology, bacteriology, serology, and ABO blood typing and cross match.  Physical therapy teaches skills in advanced musculoskeletal exams, injury prevention as well as rehab for injured soldiers.  In diagnostic imaging both the operation and interpretation of plain radiographs as well as Ultrasound techniques and covered.  The plain radiograph portion emphasizes the safe use of X-ray machines and proper radiographic techniques in order to evaluate a patient. Portable Ultrasound EFAST procedures are refreshed and renal, ocular, deep vein thrombosis (DVT), and musculoskeletal exams are introduced.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dental: This block provides Students instruction in the necessary skills and knowledge to provide basic dental care in a clinical and austere environment. Students receive training on dental anatomy, dental trauma, oral disease and pathology, dental radiology, anesthesia, exodontia, and dental emergencies. Students conduct practical training on anesthesia, exodontia, and the use of Intermediate Restorative Material (IRM) for temporary fillings.
Veterinary Medicine: This block is designed to teach the basics of herd management and care of ruminant animals as well as the Multi-Purpose Canine (MPC).  Anatomical and physiological differences are covered.  The recognition of zoonotic and foreign animal diseases are stressed and studied.  Physical exam, safe handling, restraint and preventive medicine classes are taught.  Pack animal techniques and capabilities and operations are introduced. The students receive instruction and practical experience in humane slaughter techniques and preparation of an animal for human consumption.
Surgery, Anesthesia, Records and Reports (SARR):  All subjects in this module are reinforced with practical exercises and encompass comprehensive care of a war wounded patient.  Surgical management techniques common to extremity injuries are taught such as debridement of war wounds, treatment of neglected / mismanaged wounds, surgical management of compartment syndrome, delayed primary closure, and surgical management of complete / partial traumatic amputations are taught.  Perioperative care to include x-rays, labs, physical exams as well as good wound and nursing care are emphasized.  Operating room basics are covered such as maintaining sterile fields, gowning and gloving, instrumentation, sterilization techniques.  General anesthesia is taught utilizing Total Intravenous Anesthesia (TIVA).  Regional anesthesia techniques are taught to minimize narcotic medication use and facilitate long-term pain control. 
SOF Medical Duties: This block prepares medics for their duties supporting operations during pre-deployment, deployment, and post-deployment phases.  The medical readiness and its tracking through the Army's Medical Protection System (MEDPROS) is stressed.  Medical Logistics (MEDLOG) to include hand receipts, supply classifications, and pharmaceutical ordering, storage, and accountability requirements are covered.  Students are introduced to a variety of SOF missions from a medical standpoint, and how to conduct a medical threat analysis and a medical evacuation plan in support of those missions.  The students also learn preventive medicine tasks involving water purification, pest control, inspecting base camps, and OEH/ED hazards.  
Special Operations Clinical Training Rotation (SOCT): This block is the culmination of medical training.  SOCT is designed for maximum patient contact in multiple clinical specialties.  It takes place at 18 various hospitals in the United States over 24 days.  For at least 240 hours, each student operates under the close supervision of a medical preceptor and is expected to perform on the same level as a 3rd / 4th year medical student.  SOCT is designed to develop the student's clinical reasoning skills and ability to make accurate diagnoses, develop treatment plans, perform minor surgical procedures, document findings and conduct patient education.
