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Interdependence is a relationship in which each member is
mutually dependent on the others, which differs from a dependent
relationship where some members are dependent, and some are not.
In an interdependent relationship, participants may be economically
and ecologically reliant on and responsible to each other.

Interdependence within services will require the enduring employ-
ment of special operations, Mission Command and other military
capabilities, working in concert with stakeholder capabilities to
continually shape desired environmental conditions in support of the
national strategic end state. This complex operational environment,
with varying levels of stability, security, governance, intractability and
clarity, demands purposeful collaboration and nesting of stakeholder
plans and capabilities to maximize desired conditions for U.S. interests.

Interdependence of services provides support to President Barack
Obama’s 2015 National Security Strategy by providing consistent and
dedicated U.S. military personnel to set conditions that position the
services to effectively work with our partners to build capacity and
prevent conflict while strengthening the Global SOF Network and
Global Landpower Network. Theater special operations commands
and Army Service combatant commands are identifying a number of
positions against validated requirements that directly support a glob-
ally responsive and regionally engaged Army.

An interdependent relationship can arise between two or more
services. Interdependence can be a common ground between these
services. This concept benefits the Army by codifying hard-fought
lessons learned, strengthening SOF-CF interdependence, optimizing
performance of regionally aligned and mission-tailored forces.

The Army interdependence process is necessary to ensure Army
Special Operations Forces efforts are broadly supported by the Army.
Building rapport and collaborating with Army counterparts will
achieve successes. Interdependence will secure the advances learned
from the current fight.

Interdependence of SOF-CF command and support relationships
are moving toward Modular CF and Regional SOF to provide world-
wide response. Initiating integration with unified action partners to
simplify structure and command processes affect the battlespace and
improve contingency response capabilities. Interdependence allows
for the creation of Regionally Aligned Forces that are resourced,
trained, organized and ready for particular critical Defense Strategic
Guidance-specified mission. The Army must establish a range of per-
sonnel, training, command and support relationships between SOF
and CF. Interdependence between SOF and CF will improve security
assistance, security force assistance and foreign internal defense in
a global environment while maintaining a flexible, adaptable and
responsive force structure. Future Army forces will conduct integrated
operations to prevent, shape and win utilizing agile, responsive and
adaptive combined arms and special operations guided by mission
command. The Army must also possess a broad range of capabilities
to shape future operational environments, maintain its lethality on
the battlefield and leverage unified action partners to reduce demands
and prevent and end the conflict. This initiative fully supports Nation-

al Security Strategy guidance to be innovative and judicious in how
resources are used to build national power, and promotes talent and
diversity in our national security workforce, as well as the U.S. Special
Operations Command goals to optimize SOF/conventional force/JIIM
interdependence and U.S. Army Strategic Priorities: Adaptive Army
Leaders for a Complex World and A Ready and Modern Army.

The 2011 National Military Strategy notes that to succeed, the U.S.
must update, balance and integrate all of the instruments of American
power and work with unified action partners to do the same. In addi-
tion, the U.S. military must maintain its conventional superiority. The
U.S. must invest in diplomacy and development capabilities and insti-
tutions in a way that complements and reinforces its global partners.

The importance of interdependence between Army forces and
UAP to assess, shape, deter and influence aspects of the global securi-
ty environment and focuses on routine contact and interactions that
build trust and confidence, share information, coordinate mutual
activities and maintain influence. To consolidate gains and transition
responsibility to sustainable governments, Army forces must achieve
unity of effort with UAP based on a common understanding of secu-
rity forces, governments and people.

Interdependence will demand that ARSOF work with sister ser-
vices to understand and develop sustainment mechanisms — both
standard and non-standard — for all seven ARSOF core operations
by avoiding wasteful duplication of resources, while allowing syn-
chronization with external Army entities.

Service interdependence will also remain critical to the success
of future unconventional warfare campaigns. ARSOF will develop
interagency relationships in the National Capitol Region and at the
country-team level to foster long-term relationships and develop the
GSN. The success of future operations will require persistent engage-
ment between ARSOF and other government agencies to ensure that
all activities are nested and deconflicted.

Interdependence will bring situational awareness, stability, conti-
nuity and critical capacity in times of crisis. This initiative enhances
the reach and effectiveness of the geographic combatant command-
ers, USSOCOM, the ASCCs, the TSOCs and the country teams.
Increasing options to develop and reinforce interdependence benefits
the Army by codifying hard-fought lessons learned, strengthening
SOF-CF interdependence and optimizing performance of regionally
aligned and mission-tailored forces. Interdependence will secure the
lessons learned from the current fight. Improving interdependence
within the Army is necessary to ensure ARSOF efforts are broadly
understood and therefore supported.

The Army must establish a range of personnel, training, command
and support relationships between SOF and CF to improve security
assistance, security force assistance and foreign internal defense in
a global environment, while maintaining a flexible, adaptable and
responsive force structure. W
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