It is imperative that our plans are guided by and nested within those

of our national leaders and our higher headquarters. RER{{{o\¥Il
guidance has defined our role as a force. Using this guidance, we have
developed a strategic framework for our way forward.

DEFENSE STRATEGIC GUIDANGE

_ “Whenever possible, we will develop innovative, low-cost and small-footprint approaches
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capabilities.”

2010 NATIONAL SEGURITY STRATEGY

“We will continue to rebalance our military capabilities to excel at counterterrorism,
counterinsurgency, stability operations and megting increasingly sophisticated security

threats, while ensuring our force is ready to address the full range of military operations.”
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» “The Global SOF Enterprise will become a globally networked force of special
operations forces, services, interagency, allies and partners able to rapidly or
persistently address regional contingencies and threats to stability.”

» “SOCOM must not only continue to pursue terrorists wherever we may find

them, we must rebalance the force and tenaciously embrace indirect operations

in the Human Domain — the totality of the physical, cultural and social

environments that influence human behavior in a population-centric conflict.”
» “We must think differently, seek greater understanding of local, regional and

global contexts and strengthen trust through interagency and partner cooperation.”
» “While SOF is designed to contribute to or support efforts in every domain

of warfare, the vast majority of SOF expertise lies in the Human Domain

of competition, conflict and war. The Human Domain is about developing

understanding of, and nurturing influence among critical populaces.

Operating in the Human Domain is a core competency for SOF and we are

uniquely suited for successful operations or campaigns to win population-

centric conflicts.”

US ARMY 2012 STRATEGIC PLANNING GUIDANGCE

» “Vision: The Army is globally engaged and regionally responsive; it is
an indispensable partner and provider of a full range of capabilities to
combatant commanders in a joint, interagency, intergovernmental and
multi-national environment. As part of the joint force and as America’s

Army, in all that we offer, we guarantee the agility, versatility and depth to

prevent, shape and win.”

» “Army units will be increasingly focused on preparing for missions within
specific geographical combatant commands. This regional alignment ... will
be further enhanced by increasing the integration of conventional and special

operations forces.”

THE U.S. ARMY GAPSTONE GONGEPT

_ 8 “The Army must achieve SOF and conventional force interdependence to lock in the
advances of the last decade of conflict, more effectively counter future threats and shape
the operational environment. The Army must establish a range of personnel, training

and command and support relationships between SOF and CF."

“In order to
prepare for the
future threat
environment of
the next decade,
ARSOF will need
to be capable of
facing a variety
of political
and military
challenges
within a complex
operating
environment.??
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