articulates the USASOC commander’s vision to provide
the nation an unprecedented range of SOF capability and strategic options.
It is an ambitious articulation of the commander’s transformational
roadmap over the next 10 years.

The USASOC Strategic Planning Process will implement this guidance and translate it into action. It will
inform ARSOF Operating Concepts that influence and are further developed in conjunction with the USASOC and

U.S. Army Resourcing and Planning Documents. The SPP develops a capabilities-based, mission-focused plan to
inform effective resource allocation and an investment strategy across the enterprise.

ARSOF Concept Integration with the SPP
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€€ This is another
type of war, new
in its intensity,
ancientinits
origins — war
by guerrillas,
subversives,
insurgents,
assassins;

war by ambush
instead of
combat; by
infiltration
instead of
aggression,
seeking victory
by eroding and
exhausting the
enemy instead
of engaging him.
It requires —in
those situations
where we must
encounterit—a
whole new kind
of strategy, a
wholly different
kind of force,
and therefore, a
new and wholly
different kind

of military

training.??

— President John F. Kennedy,
1962
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EXPERIMENTATION/ GAMPAIGN OF LEARNING

THE ROLE OF EXPERIMENTATION IN THE GAMPAIGN OF LEARNING

Experimentation supports the USASOC
Campaign of Learning through the conduct of live,
virtual and constructive experiments to determine
current and future capability vulnerabilities,
test/validate functional concepts and shape the
development of DOTMLPF solutions.

USASQC Experimentation priorities are found
in the ARSOF Concepts Research Experimentation
Guidance, which is a part of the USASOC concepts
and capabilities development plan used to identify
concept and capability vulnerabilities for both the
current and future force.

Experiments culminate in the transition of their
results through event reports, observations, findings and
recommendations that can be readily used to facilitate
decision-making. The results will be standardized and
made available through a supporting IT system and will
directly lead to a DOTMLPF solution to eliminate the
current vulnerabilities or best prepare the future force to
meet the challenges of the operating environment.

USASOC will host its own exercise series called
SILENT QUEST and participate in TRADOG and
SOCOM experiments.

THE SILENT QUEST SERIES VISION:

SILENT QUEST is a biannual, commandwide
exercise that builds on future operating environment
concepts. While normally projected against
environments beyond the POM years, selected
DOTMLPF findings may be brought forward earlier. The
exercises will:

» Be the culmination of our SOF Campaign
of Learning to support and inform concept
development and future SOF design initiatives.

» ldentify and validate SOF concept development
for SOF campaigns and operations and the
Army’s full range of military operations.

» Produce outcomes that generate input for
DOTMLPF and the POM to support ARSOF
2022 initiatives.

» |dentify gaps and overlaps in USASOC's
current and future capabilities.

ENDSTATE: Given a future operational environment, determine what capabilities and capacities are required to
meet strategic, operational and tactical challenges that ARSOF can expect to encounter in 2022 and for which

gxisting doctrine and concepts are inadequate.



GONGLUSION

For more than 60 years, Army Special Operations Forces have been at the tip of the spear in the defense of
our nation. While the way we fight may change, our core tenets have not. We remain in contact with the enemy,

making significant contributions to the nation through extraordinary sacrifice from our regiments and our
families. Yet, even while in the fight, we must become students of not only our adversaries but also of our past
to build on lessons learned from previous engagements; and of the future, in order to develop the techniques
and strategies necessary to remain the force of choice for decision makers. It is imperative that we are prepared
to meet these challenges head on, and the way we do that will be through preparation. As your commander, |
can prepare you for these threats in no better way than by planning for your success. That's why this map of our
way forward is so important.

The future of Army Special Operations Forces is built upon the foundation of past experience, customs,
traditions and proven employment concepts among the diverse organizations that make up USASOC. ARSOF
have always functioned as a strategic bridging force, serving as connective tissue among indigenous forces and
populations and within our military and the interagency community. While that cannot change, we are not content
to maintain the status quo, because failure is not an option.

We must posture ourselves to meet and sustain the growing demands for increased cultural access and
enhanced mobility required in support of national and theater strategies.

By embracing the changes outlined within ARSOF 2022, we will be prepared to thrive in the complex operating
environment of the 21st century. By honing our special warfare and surgical strike capabilities and matching them
with state-of-the-art technology used by educated and culturally savvy Soldiers we can ensure the defense of our
nation and help to shore up that of our partners.

Without action, the words here are just that, words. It is imperative that our entire force inculcates these
changes into the way they do business. If we move forward in a connected, reasoned manner, we will be able to
face the uncertainty of the next decade and emerge a stronger force. It is in your hands.

€€ istory teaches

us that the
nations that grow
comfortable with
the old ways and
complacentin
the face of new
threats, those
nations do not
long endure. And
in the 21st cen-
tury, we do not
have the luxury
of deciding which
challenges to
prepare for

and which to
ignore. We must
overcome the
full spectrum

of threats —the
conventional and
the unconven-
tional; the nation
state and the
terrorist net-
work; the spread
of deadly tech-
nologies and the
spread of hateful
ideologies; 18th
century-style
piracy and 21st
century cyber
threats3?

— President Barack H. Obama,
2009
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