SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES TECHNICAL SUPPORT DETACHMENT COURSE (SOFTSDC)

School Code: 331 		Course Code: 2E-F259 / 011-F99 		Course Duration: 4 Weeks

1. PURPOSE:  Provide USSOCOM units with the information necessary to prepare students for the Special Operations Forces Technical Support Detachment Course.

2. SCOPE:  This memorandum covers the administrative requirements for the SOFTSDC. This document is UNCLASSIFIED.  This information facilitates the proper preparation of the individual, prerequisites, and orders for attendance to the course.

3. GENERAL:

a. The Special Operation Forces Surveillance Detachment (SOFSD) conducts the SOFTSDC and serves as Subject Matter Experts (SME) on fabrication techniques and procedures in support of technical surveillance operations.  

b. Additionally, the SOFSD provides assistance to all Special Operations Commands through education of staff personnel on planning and preparation of support to technical surveillance operations.

4. COURSE INFORMATION:  The SOFTSDC is a classified course of instruction based at Fort Bragg, NC.  Each course has a maximum/optimum class size of 24 and minimum class size of 8.  
 
5. STUDEND PREREQUISITES:  Students must meet the following prerequisites prior to attending the course:
 
a. Possess the rank of E-6 thru E-8, W1 thru W3, or O-3 with a validated mission. Must be CMF-18 (Special Forces) in the grade of E6 and above, WO1 and above, and O3 and above. Other USSOCOM and Interagency personnel must submit waivers to attend the course. Waivers will be approved by the 6th Battalion, 2nd SWTG (A) Commander on a case-by-case basis based on an operational requirement for this capability as determined by the prospective attendee’s command. 

b. Must have a minimum of one year SOF experience at the tactical level, (i.e. ODA, Ranger Regiment).	 	

c. Must meet the Army height and weight standards in accordance with AR 600-9.

d. Must be able to pass the Army Physical Fitness Test (APFT) in accordance with AR 350-41 and FM 21-20.  

e. Must possess a current SECRET security clearance and all clearances will be verified by the 2nd SWTG (A) S-2.  A memorandum from the candidates unit will not be accepted.  Individuals without a verified clearance (as stated above) will not be admitted into the course.  (NOTE:  Soldiers requiring Interim clearances must have them issued from parent unit prior to their report date).

f. Must possess a current ASOC Net NIPR account with password or CAC, a current AKO account or service component equivalent and possess basic computer literacy skills (latest versions of Microsoft Office/Windows). Students should ensure that they have an active AKO-S account in order to be added to the TSD portal upon graduation.

g. Must be able to both communicate orally and write in English.

h. Must possess excellent time management and research skills.

i. Must have a valid state U.S. driver’s license.

j. Must have all personal and legal affairs in order prior to attendance.  Students who are absent for more than eight hours of training will be recommended for relief from the course. 

6. CLOTHING AND EQUIPMENT:

a. Students are required to wear civilian clothing throughout the course.  Students will attend the course primarily in roughs for working in a fabrication shop environment.  In-processing and graduation will be conducted in business casual. 

b. Requests for Civilian Clothing Allowance (CCA) is the responsibility of the student’s parent organization.

7. GROOMING STANDARDS:  Students are not authorized relaxed grooming standard unless they are on orders from their parent unit (signed by O-5) in which case they need to bring supporting documents from their parent unit.

8. FUNDS:
 
a. Students will report to the SOFTSDC with an active U.S. Government Corporate
Credit Card with a $10,000.00 Credit Limit.

b. Credit limits and cash advance authorizations must be completed and approved by parent units prior to course attendance.  The Fort Bragg Finance office cannot provide student travel advances.

9. TRAVEL ORDERS:  All students attending SOFTSDC will need travel orders with per diem variations authorized due to training conducted away from Fort Bragg.  (See Enclosure 2)

10. BILLETING:  Fayetteville.  Students should contact the local hotels in the Fayetteville area to obtain lodging. Students will not stay at the Extended Stay Deluxe at 4105 Sycamore Dairy Rd. Fayetteville, NC due to problems in the past with hotel security and unauthorized entry into student rooms. Ramsey Street and Andrews Road offers hotels and apartments that provide lodging IAW JTR and DTS restrictions and are favored. The Sycamore Dairy / McPherson Church Road area provide lodging in proximity to service industry food selections and is 20 minutes from the training facility based on traffic conditions. 

11. TRANSPORTATION:

a. Rental cars.  One rental car per student (authorized in their TDY orders) is necessary for TDY student transportation.  All students may be required to purchase fuel to maintain course issued rental vehicles due to the unavailability of adequate number of government fuel cards. 

b. Airline tickets.  Parent units must provide personnel with airline tickets to and from the course location as per TDY travel orders. 

12. AIRBORNE OPERATIONS:  The SOFTSDC will not conduct airborne (parachute) operations with students.  Parent units must ensure students have enough jumps in order to maintain currency throughout the duration of the course.  

13. REPORTING INSTRUCTIONS:  A welcome letter will be sent to all confirmed ATRRS students detailing reporting instructions, required documents, and equipment.

a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Reporting.  All students will report to the student entrance on the west side of Bldg. O-9135, Eureka Springs Training Facility (ESTF) at 0900hrs on the first day of the course with the following:

1) Dressed in appropriate civilian attire (Business Casual).

2) TDY or Attachment orders.

3) Functional Government Credit Card with appropriate credit limit.

b. Inclement weather.

1) If Fort Bragg is closed on the reporting date due to inclement weather, class report date will be on the first duty day following the closure at 0700.

2) If Fort Bragg is delayed on the reporting date due to inclement weather, class report time will be the designated opening time of Fort Bragg.

14. WEAPONS:  Privately owned weapons are not authorized at any time throughout the duration of the course.

15. PROCEDURES FOR REQUESTING WAIVERS:  All candidates for the SOFTSDC Course must meet the pre-requisites as described in Paragraph 5 of this document.  If the SOFTSDC candidate does not meet the prescribed pre-requisites, then a waiver is required.  Waiver approval authority resides with the 6BN Commander as per USAJFKSWCS Reg. 350-12.

16. CONTACT NUMBER:

a. 2nd SWTG (A) GRP S-3: 910-396-2869
b. BN S3, 6th BN, 2nd SWTG (A) S-3: 910-908-2708 
c. C CO, 6th BN, 2nd SWTG(A): 910-908-4246
d. JETC/Course HQ: 910-908-4240


