Advanced Tactical Technology Course - Touchstone (ATTC-T)
School Code: 331		 Course Code: 2E-F231 / 011-F140		 Course Duration: 4 Weeks

GENERAL INFORMATION

1. PURPOSE:  Provide USSOCOM units with the information necessary to prepare students for the Advanced Tactical Technology Course – Touchstone (ATTC-T).

2. SCOPE:  This memorandum covers the administrative requirements for ATTC-T.  This document is UNCLASSIFIED.  This information facilitates the proper preparation of the individual, prerequisites, and orders for attendance to the course.   

3. GENERAL:

a. ATTC-T is a four-week classified course of instruction based at Fort Bragg, NC. ATTC-T instructs select SOF, Conventional Forces (CF) and other DoD personnel in Open Source Research (OSR) methods using publically available information (PAI) in the digital operating environment.  Touchstone provides commanders necessary force protection, situational awareness and understanding with PAI.  Graduate capabilities enhance a commander’s Common Operating Picture (COP) at the tactical and operational levels of war. 

4. STUDENT INFORMATION:

a. PREREQUISITES. This course is open to Active-component and National Guard DoD and Joint Service Members. Students must have orders to attend the course, and meet the following course prerequisites:

1) Students must be in the pay grades of E5 – E9, O3 – O6, and WO1 – CW5 of all U.S. military services, as well as Department of Defense Civilians. U.S. Interagency Civilians and Contractors will be approved on case-by-case basis. For waiver requests, please contact the ATTC-T NCOIC or 6th Battalion S3.

2) Must possess a current SECRET level security clearance (minimum).

5. REPORTING INSTRUCTIONS:

a. TDY Arrival. Participants in a TDY status are required to arrive in the Fort Bragg, NC (FBNC) area NLT 1600 on the report date, the day prior to the start date. No in-person check in is required on this date. 

b. Reporting time and location. Report to Bldg. O-3570 NLT 0830 on the start date. Signs for parking and direction to the classroom will be posted in front of and within Bldg. O-3570. 

c. Security Clearance. The minimum security clearance level required for this course is SECRET and no foreign personnel are allowed. If you are not registered for this course through ATRRS, report with a signed security clearance verification memorandum in-hand (see section 5.c below for more information). 

d. Grooming. Active duty DOD will be groomed to comply with their unit’s grooming regulations or mission requirements. 

e. Uniform. Reporting uniform is business casual. The daily and Graduation uniform is business casual. Service members will bring one set of standard issue military service uniform, complete. Descriptions of attire expectations are listed below. If you are unwilling or unable to wear appropriate civilian attire for the course, then a standard issue military uniform, OCP, or service equivalent may be worn. Attendance at Touchstone does not require or justify the issuing of a civilian clothing allowance: 

1) Business (“Slicks”). This refers to the attire worn in a conservative professional environment. For instance, overcoat (seasonal), suit jacket (seasonal), long of short sleeve dress shirt with tie (seasonal), dress slacks with conservative belt, conservative dress shoes, briefcase and umbrella (climatic). 

2) Business Casual (“Sharp Casual”). This refers to the attire worn in an urban, high density development environment other than a strict conservative professional environment. For instance, sports coat, light jacket with windbreaker (seasonal), long of short sleeve button-down shirt (seasonal), long slacks (cotton; wool; polyester/cotton/wool blend, etc., no denim), conservative belt, conservative dress shoes, and umbrella (seasonal). 

3) Casual. This refers to the attire worn in an urban, low-density development environment. For instance, seasonal jacket or windbreaker, pullover collared shirt or sweater (seasonal), long slacks (denim is acceptable), casual street shoes. 


6. MEALS:

a. Per-Diem. TDY course participants should be placed on full per-diem. There is limited time to utilize Appropriated Fund dining facilities. 

b. Lunch Time. There is limited time allotted to obtain lunch on most training days. Bringing a lunch and/or working during the lunch break is authorized. A microwave is available for student use. 

7. TRANSPORTATION: 

a. Terminal Transportation. 

1) Course participants are advised to fly into Fayetteville Regional Airport (FAY).   FAY is approximately 15 miles (30 minutes) from FBNC and commercial rental vehicles are available. 

2) Participants may select choose to fly into Raleigh-Durham International Airport (RDU). RDU is approximately 80 miles (120 minutes) from FBNC and commercial rental vehicles are available. 


b. Parking. Students should park in the designated parking lot at Bldg. O-3570.

c. Daily Transportation. Transportation to/from BLDG O-3570 is unavailable and must be arranged by individual participant. 



8. TRAVEL ORDERS PREPARATION:

a. Student’s DD Form 1610 (Travel Orders) will be prepared as follows:

1) CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TWO STATEMENTS: “Traveler is eligible for & has been offered a Government Charge Card.” “Travel advance is not authorized.” – OR – “Travel advance is authorized.” (Use this statement if the traveler has applied for but has not received a Government Charge Card).

2) CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TWO STATEMENTS: “Rental vehicle is authorized” - or - “POV is authorized”.

3) The course will end on or about 1700 on graduation day. Students will not make travel arrangements that will conflict with course graduation.    


9. PACKING LIST:

a. The following items are required during the course. Items 1-3 will be brought when reporting for the first day of class (refer to the start date on ATRRS). 

1) Orders

2) Security Clearance Verification Memorandum signed by the Battalion S-2 if not registered in ATRRS (must show the security clearance level and date granted)

3) Military and Civilian ID card (e.g. state driver’s license, passport) 

4) SIPR token (recommended) 

5) Military duty uniform, 1 set, complete with unit patches. 
a. Military duty uniform top and bottom, OPC or service specific pattern. 
b. T-shirt, tan (or service specific), 1 ea. 
c. Military belt, tan (or service specific), 1 ea. 
d. Military socks, black or green, 1 pr. 
e. Military boots, tan (or service specific), 1pr, IAW AR 670-1.  
f. [bookmark: _GoBack]Beret w/unit flash, or appropriate head gear, 1 ea. 

6) Business attire, 1 set, for graduation

7) Business casual attire, 4 sets (or as needed for the duration of the course). 
a. Slacks/Shirt 4 ea. 
b. Collared shirts/Blouse 4 ea. 
c. Shoes
d. Belt (Brown and Black)

8) Casual attire (as needed for the duration of the course)

9) Seasonally appropriate army or civilian physical training attire


10. RECOMMENDED ONLINE PREPARATORY COURSES:

a. The majority of Touchstone is self-contained and requires no prior knowledge. However, the more technical components of the course—using a high-level interpretive programming language and advanced computer networking—can have a steep learning curve. It is beneficial to have a baseline knowledge in these areas.

b. The Python 3 programming language is used during the Touchstone course. You will be given some time during the course to learn how to use and practice Python for research, but knowing the basics of the language is to be done as self-study. The following free resources can be used to learn about Python and there are many others like them on the internet. Learning the basics of the language structure and use will probably take between 10 to 20 hours of work. 

1) https://wiki.python.org/moin/BeginnersGuide  
2) https://developers.google.com/edu/python/  
3) https://www.codecademy.com/learn/learn-python  
4) http://www.learnpython.org/ 

c. Learning the basics of how computers operate and communicate before attending Touchstone will enhance your ability to grasp the advanced networking concepts of the course material. Cybrary (https://www.cybrary.it/) is a free web-based training solution that offers a variety of technology courses.  From their catalog, Touchstone instructors suggest that prospective participants complete: 

1) Network Fundamentals	(1 Hour) 
2) CompTIA Linux+		(5 ½ Hours) 
3) Cryptography		(3 Hours)

d. For particularly interested individuals, further learning in this area is helpful but not required for Touchstone attendance. Army E-Learning (https://www.us.army.mil/), the Army e-Learning Program provides over 3,500 web-based courses in IT, Business, Leadership and Professional Development to Army soldiers and civilian free to the employee and their organization. For incoming Touchstone Course Students, the recommended priorities are: 

1) CompTIA Network+ N10-006   
2) CompTIA Security+ 2014 
3) CompTIA A+ Certification   
4) CompTIA Linux+ 2014 Powered by LPI: LX0-103 and LX0-104

11. CONTACT NUMBERS:

a. 2nd SWTG (A) GRP S-3: 910-396-2869
b. BN S3, 6th BN, 2nd SWTG (A) S-3: 910-908-2708 
c. B CO, 6th BN, 2nd SWTG(A): 910-908-4540
d. ATTC – T NCOIC: 910-908-4544
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