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STAFF SGT. MATTHEW A. PUCINO

Died on Nov. 23, 2009
Operation Enduring Freedom

Staff Sgt. Matthew A. Pucino, 34, died on Nov. 23, 204f€gr
his vehicle was struck by an improvised explosigeick while
conducting a mounted patrol in the Afghan city asFay Kala,
in support of combat operations while serving wi€lompany
B, 2nd Battalion, 20th Special Forces Group (Airt®r

He deployed in support of Operation Enduring FreedoJuly
2009 as a member of the Combined Joint Specialdfipas
Task Force — Afghanistan. This was his third dgmlent in
support of the Global War on Terror. He also semvead
deployment to Iraq with™SFG (A). He was a Special Forces|i
intelligence sergeant.

Pucino a native of Boston, Mass., and enlistedtimoU.S.
Army 2002 as a Special Forces candidate. He ther oveto
complete the Special Forces Qualification Courskesarn the
coveted “Green Beret” as a Special Forces engsergeant. He was aSS|gned foB-G, Fort Campbell,
Ky., before leaving active duty to become an Armgtibhal Guard Soldier assigned {8 Bn., 20" SFG,
Glen Arm, Md.

Pucino’s military education includes the Warriorader’'s Course, Basic NCO Course, Survival, Evasion,
Resistance and Escape Course, Basic Airborne Gdepeeial Forces Intelligence Sergeant Course and
Special Forces Qualification Course.

His awards and decorations include the Bronze8éatal, Purple Heart Medal, Army Good Conduct
Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Irag Campaigdal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal,
non-commissioned officer professional developmiaiitan, Army Service Ribbon, NATO Medal, Combat
Infantryman Badge, Parachutist Badge, and the Slpieoices Tab.

Pucino is survived by his parents Katherine anceAlIBucino of Orlando, Fla., and sisters Lisa Hiaglo
Sagamore, Mass., and Melissa Pucino, Plymouth, Mass
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