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EO CONTEST

WIN A  DIVERSITY T-SHIRT

Answer the following question correctly and your name will be entered into a drawing for a chance to win a t-shirt.  There will be a drawing from all correct entries received by September 30, 2003. 

(3 winners)

Name the U.S. city and state with the highest Hispanic population.

[image: image1.wmf]Email your answer to September’s question to holmanc@soc.mil.  Include your name, unit, mailing address, and phone number.

GOOD LUCK!

[image: image3.png]



Hispanic Heritage Month (15 September – 15 October)

Hispanic Heritage Month begins on September 15 which is the anniversary of independence for five Latin American countries—Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua.  Mexico achieved independence on September 16 and Chile on September 18.   Today, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, more than 26 million people in the United States are of Hispanic origin. That's about ten percent of our population.  Teaching the contributions of Hispanic Americans, and learning about the cultures from which they come is the focus of Hispanic Heritage Month.  This year’s theme is “Hispanic Americans:  One Culture, Many Races”.  The table below identifies other countries and their independence celebration dates:  

Country
Date
Holiday
Country
Date
Holiday

Argentina
May 25 (1810)
Revolution Day
Paraguay
May 14-15 (1811)
Independence Days

Bolivia
August 6 (1825)
Independence Day
Peru
July 28 (1821)
Independence Day

Colombia
July 20 (1810)
Independence Day
Puerto Rico
July 4 (1776)
U.S. Independence Day

Cuba
January 1 (1959)
Liberation Day
Spain
October 12 (1942)
*National Day

Dominican Republic
February 27 (1844)
Independence Day
Uruguay
August 25 (1828)
Independence Day

Ecuador
August 10 (1809)
Independence Day
Venezuela
July 5 (1811)
Independence Day

Panama
November 3 (1903)
Independence Day




*Commemorates Christopher Columbus’ initial landing in North America on October 12, 1492

National Register of Historic Places 

The Cine El Rey (The King Cinema) represents the importance of the Spanish language Film Theater (Mexican Theatres) in the Hispanic-American culture. Opened as a theater in McAllen, Texas, in 1947, the El Rey served the city's Hispanic community for 40 years. The town of McAllen was a rural town that was incorporated on February 20, 1911. It was established on the St. Louis, Brownsville, and Mexico Railroad rail line eight miles north of the Mexican border. The town grew, and by World War II it had a sizable Mexican population, many that came north to work in agriculture in the Bracero program. Today, the theatre stands as a proud landmark for the Hispanic-American culture.

Source: http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/feature/hispanic/
EO Training Opportunities
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26 Jan – 6 Feb 2004

3-14 May 2004

2-13 Aug 2004
Equal Opportunity Representative Course at Fort Bragg, North Carolina – for more information contact your Training NCO.

Upcoming Observances

-November-

Native-American History Month

USAR EO NCO of the Year

MSG RAMON M. BENAVIDES
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The United States Army Reserve Command (USAR) selected Master Sergeant Benavides as the 2002 Equal Opportunity NCO of the Year.
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MSG Benavides is with the 104th Division (Institutional Training), Vancouver, WA. 

He is a Reservist who has pursued and excelled in every enlisted and NCO position he has been assigned to perform.  His efforts have brought marked improvement in processes, practices, procedures, and policies of the command's EO program and the overall organizational climate.

He is a retired firefighter and paramedic.

Famous Hispanic Americans

César Chávez – Mexican American 

Union Leader
1927–1993 

César Chávez came from a family of migrant workers. He knew the hard lives led by farm workers who came to work in California from Mexico.  In 1962, with Dolores Huerta, he started a group to change these terrible conditions — the United Farm Workers of America. Chávez inspired the group and led peaceful protests and boycotts. These actions convinced the growers to sign contracts with the farm workers and to treat them better. 
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Antonia C. Novello – Puerto Rican

Doctor, Former United States Surgeon  General
Born 1944 

In 1990, Antonia Novello became the first Hispanic person — and first woman as well — to be appointed as Surgeon General, the chief doctor in the United States.  As the Surgeon General, Novello campaigned for better care for children. She also paid special attention to the problems of alcoholism, smoking, AIDS, and violence. 

Franklin R. Chang-Díaz – Costa Rican American 

Astronaut
Born 1950 

Raised in Costa Rica, Franklin Chang-Díaz studied hard to become a scientist. He also became an U.S. citizen. Chang-Díaz was the first Hispanic person to enter the space program, becoming an astronaut in 1981. He is a veteran of six space missions and has spent nearly 1,300 hours in space. 
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Ileana Ros-Lehtinen – Cuban American

Congresswoman
Born 1952 

In 1982, Ileana Ros-Lehtinen became the first Hispanic woman and first Cuban American to be elected to the U.S. Congress. When she was 7 years old, her family fled Communist forces in Cuba. Today, the Republican congresswoman strongly opposes Communism in Cuba. She advocates for human rights around the world. 

Gloria Estefan – Cuban American 

Singer and Musician
Born 1957 

Gloria Estefan is loved and admired by people throughout the world not only for her music, but also for her bravery in the face of difficulties. Born in Cuba, Estefan came to Miami, Florida, as a young child when her parents fled the Communist government of Fidel Castro. In the late 1970s, she became a singer with the group Miami Sound Machine. The group became very famous.  In 1990, a terrible accident occurred. Estefan and her family were hit by a truck while traveling. The singer suffered serious injuries. Through patience, hard work, and good fortune, however, she was able to recover fully and return to the stage. Her music remains appreciated by millions of listeners. 




























_1058957446.unknown

