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information.  This newsletter is designed to inform and inspire. I hope that you enjoy the articles and information and hope this platform generates discussions within the work environment.  If you would like to contribute articles from your organization, please contact the EO team listed below. 

         --MG Altshuler

USACAPOC EO 

LTC Ken Emberton

 Program Manager

(910) 432-9628

SFC Caroline Holman

Asst Program Manager/ EO Advisor

(910) 432-9628

holmanc@soc.mil

Vacant

EO Advisor

Pop Quiz

What was the last speech that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. delivered before his death? 

a. I Have a Dream

b. I’ve Been to the Mountaintop

c. The Birth of a New Nation

(Answer:  Found on page 2 of  newsletter)
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Birthday Celebration

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

It took 15 years to make his birthday a legal holiday.  In 1968, four days after Dr. King was assassinated, Congressman John Conyers (D-MI) introduced the first legislation providing for a Martin Luther King, Jr. Federal Holiday.  In 1973, Illinois was the first state to sign the King  holiday into law.  New Hampshire was the last state to recognize the King holiday in 1999.  King is the only American besides George Washington to have a national holiday designated for his birthday nationwide.  President Reagan signed legislation creating the national holiday in November 1983, making it only the third national holiday born in the 20th century. The first was Veterans Day, created in 1926. Memorial Day came second in 1948. King’s holiday was first celebrated on January 20, 1986. 

Did You Know?

At the age of 35, King had the distinction of being the youngest to win the Nobel Peace Prize. He was the third black person and the fourteenth American to win.  In 1957, King made Time's Most Outstanding Personalities list.  In 1963, Time called him the "Symbol of Revolution," and named King its Man of the Year. King attended Morehouse College at the age of 15 after skipping 9th and 12th grade. He received a scholarship to Crozer Theological Seminary to study divinity and was awarded his Ph.D. from Boston University in 1955.

Worth Repeating

"Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere."

-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.


Suggested Reading

Parting the Waters: America in the King Years, 1954-63 by Taylor Branch

Pillar of Fire:  America in the King Years, 1963-65 by Taylor Branch

Poetry

Martin Luther King Day

The dream
of Martin Luther King
will happen
in some far-off Spring

when winter ice
and snow are gone.
One day, the dreamer
in gray dawn

will waken
to a blinding night
where hawk and dove
in silent flight

brush wings together
on a street
still thundering
with ghostly feet

And soul will dance
and soul will sing
and march with
Martin Luther King.

-Myra Cohn Livingston

Pop Quiz  Answer

The answer is (B)

EO Web Sites

USASOC web site contains an EO and EEO page.  This site has links to AR 600-20 as well as links to all USASOC EO policies:

https://asociweb.soc.mil
Another great web site is the Defense Equal Opportunity Management Institute (DEOMI) at Cocoa Beach, Florida:

www.patrick.af.mil/deomi
The Office of the Deputy Chief of Staff, Personnel has the following web site:

www.odcsper.army.mil
By authority of Public Law 98-144, we celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday the third Monday during January. The holiday affords us all an opportunity to reflect upon the past while seeking hope, determination and an opportunity to act upon the promise of the future. Enjoy the month of January and celebrate the life and legacy of a great man.  Look below to find recommended books to read about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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