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EO CONTEST

WIN A  DIVERSITY T-SHIRT

Answer the following question correctly and your name will be entered into a drawing for a chance to win a t-shirt.  There will be a drawing from all correct entries received by February 28, 2003. 

(3 winners)

Who was the first Black Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff?

Email your answer to February’s question to holmanc@soc.mil.  Include your name, unit, mailing address, and phone number.

GOOD LUCK!
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The Souls of Black Folk – 100th Anniversary

This year’s Black History Month theme is in honor of the book,  The Souls of Black Folk, by W.E.B. DuBois that was published in 1903.  Three years after the end of the Civil War, DuBois was born on February 23, 1868 in Great Barrington, Massachusetts.  He became the local correspondent for the New York Globe when he was 15.  In 1896, DuBois was the first African-American to receive a Ph.D. from Harvard University.   DuBois was a cofounder of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).  For 25 years, DuBois served as the editor of the “Crisis,” a monthly magazine published by the NAACP.  In 1961, DuBois was invited to Ghana by President Kwame Nkrumah to edit the Encyclopedia Africana.  In 1963, DuBois became a citizen of Ghana and died on August 27th, the night before the famous March on Washington lead by Dr. Martin Luther King. 

A Moment In Army History
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Brigadier General Hazel Winifred Johnson

In September of 1979, Hazel Winifred Johnson became the first  black woman officer to attain the rank of general officer. Hazel Winifred Johnson was born in Pennsylvania and raised on her parent's farm near Malvern in Chester County.  She attended high school in Berwyn, Pennsylvania and received her BA in nursing from Villanova University.  She holds a Masters degree in Nursing Education from Columbia University and a Doctorate in Education Administration from Catholic University.  She entered the Army Nurse Corps in 1955 and served in numerous hospitals overseas and in this country, including an assignment as Chief of the Army Nurse Corps.  General Johnson has been awarded the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, Army Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, and has been recognized for her achievements in nursing by several military, professional and civic organizations.  General Johnson retired in 1983 and lives in Clifton, Virginia.  After retirement she continued to teach and consult on nursing administration and education. She is most noted in the civilian world as Commonwealth Professor, George Mason University School of Nursing at Fairfax, VA. 
Worth Repeating

“Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by the obstacles which were overcome while trying to succeed.”  

--Booker T. Washington

EO Training Opportunities

21 April – 2 May 2003

21 July – 1 August 2003
Equal Opportunity Representative Course at Fort Bragg, North Carolina – for more information contact your Training NCO.

Upcoming Observances

March

Women’s History Month

April

Days of Remembrance

for

Victims of the Holocaust
Answers – Who Am I?
1=B,  2=J,  3=D,  5=A, 4=H,  6=F,  7=I,  8=C, 9=E, 

10= G

Did You Know?

During World War II, Calvin Clark Davis, a light-skinned Black man, enlisted in the military as White so he could fight in combat.  
Bessie Coleman
In 1922, Bessie Coleman became the first licensed black pilot in the United States.

AFRICAN-AMERICANS - WHO AM I?

Match the correct name with their accomplishment.

(A)  Rebecca Lee-Crumpler
(F)  Mae C. Jemison

(B)  Louis T. Wright
(G)  Sarah Goode

(C)  Hezekiah
(H) Tuskegee Syphilis Study

(D) Onesimus
(I)  Willie Hobbs Moore

(E)  Benjamin Banneker
(J)  Captain Edward Dwight

____(1)  He did extensive research into the use of antibiotic drugs and was the first black doctor on the staff of Harlem Hospital. 

____(2)  The first African-American to train as an astronaut.

____(3)  In 1721 this Massachusetts slave encouraged inoculation against smallpox by injecting the disease itself, a method of vaccination that would later become standard practice. 

____(4)  The study where researchers did experimental diagnostic research on 400 African-American men with syphilis, never treating the disease or informing the men that they were infected.

____(5)  The first African-American woman to be educated as a doctor in the United States. 

____(6)  She holds a doctorate in medicine and was the first African-American woman in space. 

____(7)  The first African-American woman to receive a doctorate in Physics.

____(8)  This Alabama slave invented a cotton-cleaning machine around 1825. 
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____(9)  The mathematician, astronomer, and inventor who is best known as a surveyor of Washington DC. 

____(10) She received a patent in 1886 for inventing a folding cabinet bed. 

Bessie Coleman (1892-1926)
Bessie Coleman was born in Texas in 1892. During World War I, Bessie became interested in flying.  However, flying schools would not train Bessie because she was a black woman.  She traveled to Europe to receive her aeronautical training and after  7 months she earned her license on June 15, 1921.  She returned to the United States and began teaching other black women to fly, giving lectures and performing at flying exhibitions.  On April 30, 1926, while practicing for a show in Orlando, Florida, she fell from the open cockpit of the plane to her death.

Since her death, Bessie Coleman has not been forgotten.  In 1931, Black pilots from Chicago started an annual “fly over” of her grave.  In 1977, African-American women pilots established the Bessie Coleman Aviators Club. In 1995 the U.S. Postal Service issued a postage stamp to honor her. 
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