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EO CONTEST

WIN A  DIVERSITY T-SHIRT

Answer the following question correctly and your name will be entered into a drawing for a chance to win a t-shirt.  There will be a drawing from all correct entries received by December 31, 2003. 

(3 winners)

How old was Siddhartha Gautama when he set out to discover the meaning of life?

Email your answer to December’s question to luis.lluberas@us.army.mil.

Include your name, unit, mailing address, and phone number.

GOOD LUCK!
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Religious Holidays

What religious holidays are celebrated in November/December/January timeframe?    There are many more holidays than the few we may hear about such as Christmas, Kwanzaa, and Chanukah.  Take a few minutes to read up on various religious holidays.  To find out more, check out the websites listed.

Festival of Kwanzaa
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Kwanzaa is a 7-day festival celebrating the African American people, their culture and their history.  It is a time of celebration, community gathering, and reflection.  A time of endings and beginnings, Kwanzaa begins on Dec 26th and continues until New Years Day.  Each evening a family member, usually the youngest child, lights candles in a special candleholder and discusses one of the seven principles of Kwanzaa.  On the 6th day, Jan 1, family and friends get together and enjoy a large feast and celebrate their history, culture, and the upcoming New Year.                                                       (Source:  www.melanet.com/kwanzaa/)

Story of Chanukah
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Every Year between the end of November and the end of December, Jewish people around the world celebrate the holiday of Chanukah, The Festival of Lights.  Chanukah begins on the 25th   day of   the Hebrew month of Kislev.  Jews celebrate Chanukah, which means "rededication", to mark the victory over the Syrians and the rededication of the Jerusalem Temple.  The Festival of the Lights lasts for eight days to commemorate the miracle of the oil that stayed lit for eight days.  In America, families celebrate Chanukah at home.  They give and receive gifts, decorate the house, entertain friends and family, eat special foods, and light the holiday menorah.  (Source:  www.holidays.net/chanukah/story.html)  
Festival of Fast-Breaking

The celebration at the end of Ramadan is called "Eid-ul-Fitr (the Festival of Fast-Breaking).  The celebration of 'Eid-ul-Fitr lasts three days, although the main festivities occur on the first day.  It is a joyous occasion, similar to Christmas in its celebration but with strong religious significance.  The giving of a special charity for this occasion is obligatory.  Muslims dress in holiday attire, attend a special community prayer in the morning, and visit friends and relatives.  In some places, children are given gifts or money by their parents and relatives. 

Upcoming Ethnic Observances

-January-

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Birthday

-February-

African-American/Black History Month

-March-

Women's History Month

EO Training Opportunities

26 Jan – 6 Feb 2004

3-14 May 2004

2-13 Aug 2004
Equal Opportunity Representative Course at Fort Bragg, North Carolina – for more information contact your Training NCO.

WEB SITES

www.soc.mil

www.patrick.af.mil/deomi/

deomi.htm

http://agsssi-www.army.mil/

eowebsite/index.html

COMMAND CLIMATE SURVEYS

In accordance with AR 600-20, company commanders will administer the command climate survey within 90 days (active Army) or 180 days (Army Reserve) of assuming command and annually thereafter.

The survey can be obtained at www.armyg1.army.mil
The EO Advisor’s role is to discuss results with the command and assist with developing action plans.  Results are best when the commander takes a proactive role in analyzing data and planning for unit improvement.

Wicca’s Winter Solstice

Wicca's honor nature, they have eight festivals, or Sabbats, that mark the year as it turns through its seasons.  Winter Solstice happens near Dec 21, the holiday is rooted deeply in the cycle of the year.  It celebrates the longest night and shortest day.  It is the birthday of the new Sun King, the Son of God.  Winter Solstice follows many of the traditional customs of the season.  It is customary for Wicca's to decorate the Yule tree, and adorn the house with holly, ivy and pine. It is the time when Father Winter arrives bearing gifts and exchange gifts. 

(Source:  http://members.fortunecity.com/smashx14/pagan.html)

Las Posadas

Las Posadas (Spanish for "the inn") is a traditional Mexican festival which re-enacts Joseph's search for room at the inn. Each Christmas season, a processional carrying a doll representing the Christ Child and images of Joseph and Mary riding a burro walks through the community streets. The processional stops at a previously selected home and asks for lodging for the night. The people are invited in to read scriptures and sing Christmas carols. The doll is left at the chosen home and picked up on the next night when the processional begins again. This continues for eight nights in commemoration of the journey of Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem.   (Source:  www3.kumc.edu/diversity/ethnic_relig/laspsds.html)

Christmas – Birth of Jesus

The birth of Jesus Christ been celebrated by Christians for more than 1600 years. Christmas is observed annually on December 25 although the exact date of Christ's birth is not known.  

Bodhi Day

Buddhist celebration of the time when Prince Gautama sat under the Bodhi (fig) tree, vowing to remain there until he attained supreme enlightenment   Gauatama set under this tree night and day and rose on the eighth day.  This day is usually observed on December 8 or the Sunday immediately preceding the eighth.  (Source:   www.budtempchi.org/bodhiwriteup.html)

Three Kings Day

Three Kings Day is celebrated on Jan 6.  It is a traditional Hispanic Christian holiday that commemorates the arrival of the three kings in Bethlehem.  This religious holiday is widely celebrated in the Hispanic community, especially by Mexican-Americans.  Three Kings Day is the gift-giving time, rather than Christmas Day.  In some regions of Mexico, it is customary for children to leave their shoes out on the night of Jan 5, often filling them with hay for the camels, in hopes that the Three Kings will be generous.  Mexican children awake on Jan 6, to find their shoes filled with toys and gifts.  (Source:  www.serve.com/shea/germusa/3kings.htm)
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