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EO CONTEST

WIN A  DIVERSITY T-SHIRT

Answer the following question correctly and your name will be entered into a drawing for a chance to win a t-shirt.  There will be a drawing from all correct entries received by April 30, 2003. 

(3 winners)

Name the museum in Jerusalem dedicated to the memory of Holocaust victims.

Email your answer to April’s question to holmanc@soc.mil.  Include your name, unit, mailing address, and phone number.
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Days of Remembrance for Victims of the Holocaust

April 27 – May 4 , 2003

“For Your Freedom and Ours” is the theme for the 2003 Days of Remembrance in honor, and in remembrance, of those courageous individuals in the Warsaw ghetto who valiantly rose up against their Nazi oppressors 60 years ago.  Days of Remembrance has been set aside for remembering the victims of the Holocaust and for reminding Americans of what can happen to civilized people when bigotry, hatred and indifference reign.  The Holocaust is not merely a story of destruction and loss; it is a remarkable story of human spirit and the life that flourished before the Holocaust, struggled during its darkest hours, and ultimately prevailed as survivors rebuilt their lives.  It has been observed with candle lighting, speakers, poems, prayers, and singing.  Often, six candles are lighted to represent the six million victims.  Sometimes these ceremonies are held in a cemetery or near a Holocaust memorial.   
DID YOU KNOW?

In Hebrew, Holocaust Remembrance Day is called Yom Hashoah.

In Israel, the Knesset (Israel’s parliament), made Yom Hashoah a national public holiday in 1959 and in 1961 a law was passed that closed all public entertainment facilities on Yom Hashoah.  At ten in the morning, a siren is sounded where everyone stops what they are doing, pull over in their cars, and stand in remembrance.  

Legislation in October 1980 (Public Law 96-388) created the United States Holocaust Memorial Council and mandated it to sponsor nationwide Holocaust commemorations and educational programs and to raise private funds for and build the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 

A Victim of the Holocaust

My name is:  17285 (Jacob Gamper)

I was born in:  Latvia.  I was the son of a Jewish family who lived in a Baltic seaport.  I owned a clothing store in the city, and also owned some apartments, from which I collected rent.  I retired and after my wife died I moved in with my daughter.  I was an avid reader.  My favorite newspaper was the local German language newspaper, which I liked to read in the garden and orchard around my daughter’s home.  On Sundays, I would take my two granddaughters and other children from the neighborhood to the harbor.  I would treat them to caramel candies, and they would sit and watch the ships.  Germany invaded Latvia and reached my town in one week.  The Nazis immediately began rounding up Jewish males for labor details.  None of the men ever returned.  The roundups stopped for a few months until one night, the Latvian police began rousting the Jews from their homes and taking them to prison.  Those with work permits were released, but the rest of us were taken to a camp in the village of Skeden up north.  I was among approximately 2,800 Jews massacred by Latvian and German gunmen in the camp.  I was 69 years old.

EO Training Opportunities

21 July – 1 August 2003
Equal Opportunity Representative Course at Fort Bragg, North Carolina – for more information contact your Training NCO.

ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST – WORD BOX –

a. Dachan

b. Synagogue

c. Kristallnacht

d. Auschwitz-Birkenau

e. Genocide

f. Allies

g. Ghettos

h. Third Reich

i. SS

j. Displacement

(Answers at the bottom of this page)

Upcoming Observances

- May - 

Asian Pacific Heritage Month 

First They Came …

First they came for the communists, and I did not speak out--

because I was not a communist;
Then they came for the socialists, and I did not speak out--
because I was not a socialist;
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not speak out--
because I was not a trade unionist;
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak out--
because I was not a Jew;
Then they came for me--
and there was no one left to speak out for me.

Pastor Niemöller, 1938

Answers – About the Holocaust

1=d, 2=e, 3=a, 4=c, 5=b, 6=g, 7=f, 8=j, 9=h, 10=i 

ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST

NOTE:  This is a format for Consideration of Others (CO2) training within a small group of 10-15 soldiers.  Document your discussions and provide to your Training NCO for quarterly EO training.

LEAD IN: How much do you really know about the Holocaust?  Test your knowledge of people, places, and events of the Holocaust.  Match the correct word from the word box on the right-hand column with the correct statement.    
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1.   A complex consisting of concentration, labor, and extermination camps in Upper Silesia.

2. The deliberate and systematic destruction of a racial, political, cultural, or religious group.

3. The first Nazi concentration camp. Located in southern Germany. Nazi doctors and scientists used many prisoners here as guinea pigs for experiments. Liberated by American troops in 1945.

4. Also known as the Night of the Broken Glass. November 9, 1938, almost 200 synagogues were destroyed, over 8,000 Jewish shops were sacked and looted, and tens of thousands of Jews removed to concentration camps. The name comes from the great value of glass that was smashed during this anti-Jewish riot.

5. Jewish house of worship.

6. The Nazi device of concentration and control, these "towns" were usually in poor sections of a city. Jews were forced to live here surrounded by barbed wire or walls. They were characterized by overcrowding, malnutrition, and hard labor.

7. During World War II, the group of nations including the United States, Britain, the Soviet Union, and the Free French, who joined in the war against Germany and other axis countries.

8. The process, either official or unofficial, of people being involuntarily moved from their homes because of war, government policies, or other social actions.

9. Meaning "third regime or empire," the Nazi designation of Germany and its regime from 1933-1945. Historically, the First was the medieval Holy Roman Empire, which lasted until 1806. The Second included the German Empire from 1871-1918.

10. Standing for Schutzstaffel, these guard detachments were originally formed in 1925 as Hitler's personal guard. 

DISCUSSION:

1.  Discuss your answers among the group members.  Share knowledge between members.

2. What did you learn today that you didn’t know?

3. Share any stories you know about the Holocaust.

CLOSING: As leaders we need to understand our history to ensure we provide a better environment today and tomorrow. 
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