1. How would you answer Hussein's question re: examples of corruption in America?

We could propose:
a. Doctors who receive kickbacks from pharmaceutical companies for prescribing medications that are unnecessary 
b. Politicians taking money from businesses or individuals in return for a vote (or a pet project) that is not in the interest of the common good, but only serves the needs of the briber
c. Law enforcement officials who take money to not arrest or prosecute people who are engaging in illegal activity


2. Hussein says, “bribery is our form of democracy.” What does he mean by this? Do you agree? 
	
Bribery, according to Hussein, implies its own system of checks and balances.  However, bribery by its definition implies an acknowledgment of illegality.  It lacks a framework for equality or a guarantee of reciprocity.  

3. What are some of the contemporary effects on "traditional" notions of reciprocity and exchange?
	
The author proposes that urbanization is degrading the system of “traditional” notions of reciprocity and exchange.  Now there are more impersonal instances where “gifts” or bribes are expected (with police or document officials, for example) but there is no chance for a relationship and subsequent collection of a favor.

4.  What does Rosen mean by "constellations of indebtedness" and what is their role in legitimizing 
power/authority and/or preventing chaos/fitna?

	Rosen, the author, explains “constellations of indebtedness” as the method or philosophy of making the government or state personalized.  Essentially a leader establishes a web of interrelationships within the population and gains legitimacy.  This indicates his intent to share with those dependents and not keep potential gains to himself. 

5.  How would you assess Rosen's critiques of prior attempts, and suggestions, to fight corruption? 

He is not judgmental of previous efforts because he can rationalize them in terms of cultural or social factors.  What he is in effect suggesting is a trial-and-error approach to fighting corruption.  He makes one proposal about how to affect reform, namely through tapping into professional pride.


