
General Special Forces History
From OSS to Green Berets: The Birth of Special 
Forces by Colonel Aaron Bank - 356.167 BAN

Unconventional Warfare: Rebuilding U.S. Spe-
cial Operations Forces by Susan L. Marquis 
- 356.16 MAR

Killer Elite: The Inside Story of America’s 
Most Secret Special Operations Team by 
Michael Smith - 356.1670973 SMI

Masters of Chaos: the Secret History of the 
Special Forces by Linda Robinson - 356.16 ROB

US Special Operations Forces in Action: 
The Challenge of Unconventional Warfare by 
Charles Adams - 356.167 ADA

Books on Special Forces 
History by Era

World War II
American Guerrilla: The Forgotten Heroics of Russell 
W. Volckmann by Mike Guardia - 940.5486 GUA

Operation Jedburgh: D-Day and America’s First 
Shadow War by Colin Beavan - 940.5486 BEA

We Remained: Three Years Behind Enemy 
Lines in the Philippines by Russell Volckmann - 
940.5481 VOL

Korea
Dark Moon: Eighth Army Special Operations 
in the Korean War by Ed Evanhoe - 951.9042 
EVANHOE Vietnam

Five Years to Freedom by James N. Rowe - 
959.70437 ROWE

The Raid: the Son Tay Prison Rescue Mission by 
Benjamin F. Schemmer - 959.70434 SCH

SOG: The Secret Wars of America’s Commandos in 
Vietnam by John L. Plaster - 959.704342 PLA

Green Berets at War: U.S. Army Special Forces in 
Southeast Asia, 1956-1975 by Shelby L. Stanton - 
356.167 STA

Somalia
Blackhawk Down: A Story of Modern War by Mark 
Bowden - 967.73053 BOW

The Battle of Mogadishu: First-hand Accounts from 
the Men of Task Force Ranger edited by Matt Evers-
mann and Dan Schilling - 967.73053 BAT

War on Terror
The Only Thing Worth Dying for: How Eleven Green 
Berets Forged a New Afghanistan by Eric Blehm - 
958.1047 BLE

The Hunt for Bin Laden: Task Force Dagger by Robin 
Moore - 958.104 MOORE

Roughneck Nine-One: The Extraordinary Story of a 
Special Forces A-team at War by Frank Antenori and 
Hans Halberstadt - 956.70443 ANT 

Online Articles and Monographs

The following articles and monographs can be ac-
cessed by searching www.dtic.mil:
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Online Articles and Monographs

The folowing articles and monographs can be 
accessed by searching www.dtic.mil:

Lessons Learned but Soon Forgotten: The OSS 
and Insurgency Operations in World War II by 
LTC Miles Davis

Office of Strategic Services Training During 
World War II by John Whiteclay Chambers II

Combat Operations Conducted in the Finistere 
Region of Brittany France, July-September 1944 
by MAJ Elliott J. Rosner

A Strategic Analysis of US Special Operations in 
Korea 1950-1953 by MAJ Steve Pondacaro

An Historical Study: Gypsies on the Battlefield, 
the CIDG Program in Vietnam and its Evolution-
ary Impact by LTC Lance E. Booth

RESOURCES

The Learning Resource Center (LRC) provides numerous digital and print resources. We have 
over 30,000 books, 53 online subscriptions, and 76 serials for SWCS students and USASOC 
personnel. At the Marquat Memorial location, we have thousands of serial back issues, in-
cluding one dating back to 1924. This finding aid will help you to navigate some of the many 
sources available to you regarding the history of Special Forces. If you need additional help, 
please talk with any LRC staff member.

Journal Articles

The following can be found on the shelves at Marquat Memorial. 

“A Short History of SF Assessment and Selection” by MAJ Sam Young. Special Warfare May 1996 pp 22-27

“Case Studies in Selection and Assessment: The First Special Service, Merrill’s Marauders, and the OSS OGs” 
by Kenneth Finlayson and Charles Briscoe. Special Warfare Fall 2000 pp 22-31

“Unconventional Warfare: SFs Past, Present, and Future” by CPT Robin Lee Wilson. Special Warfare Winter 
2001 pp 24-27

“The OSS Operational Groups: Origin of Army Special Forces” by Ian Sutherland. Special Warfare June 2002 
pp 2-13

“The Activities of Detachment 101 of the OSS” by James R. Ward. Special Warfare October 1993 pp 14-21

“The OSS: A Primer on the Special Operations Branches and Detachments of the Office of Strategic Services” 
by Troy Sacquetty. Veritas Vol. 3 No. 4 (2007) pp 34-51

“Donald D. Blackburn: World War II Guerilla and Special Operations Plank Holder” by Kenneth Finlayson.  
Veritas Vol. 4, No. 3 (2008) pp 68-77

“Wolfpacks and Donkeys: Special Forces Soldiers in the Korean War” by Kenneth Finlayson. Veritas Vol. 3 No. 3 
(2007) pp 31-39

“Catch as Catch Can: Special Forces and Line Crossers in Korea” by Steven F. Kuni and Kenneth Finlayson.  
Veritas Vol. 2, No. 2 (2006) pp 26-32

“A Team Effort: Special Forces in Vietnam Juneñ December 1964” by Robert Jones Jr., Veritas Vol. 3, No 1. 
(2007) pp 24-36

“The 77th SFG Mission to South Vietnam: 1960” by Eugene Piasecki. Veritas Vol. 5 No. 3. (2009) pp 46-57

“If you liked Beirut, You’ll Love Mogadishuî” by Eugene Piasecki. Veritas Vol. 3. No. 2 (2007) pp 17-27


