




On November 27,1990, the U.S. Army 1st Special Operations Command was redesignated the U.S. Army Special Forces Command (Airborne).  The mission of USASFC (A) is to train, validate and prepare Special Forces units to deploy and execute operational requirements for the U.S. military’s warfighting commanders in chief throughout the world.


Besides USASFC (A), there are five active component groups and two U.S. Army National Guard groups. Each group has three battalions, a group support company and a headquarters company. The companies have six Operational Detachment Alphas, or A-teams, assigned to them. The ODA is the heart and soul of SF operations.


Unlike any other divisional-sized unit, USASFC (A) is not located in one place, but spread out from coast-to-coast and throughout the world.


Special Forces units perform five doctrinal missions: Foreign Internal Defense, Unconventional Warfare, Special Reconnaissance, Direct Action and Counter-Terrorism. These missions make Special Forces unique in the U.S. military, because it is employed throughout the three stages of the operational continuum: peacetime, conflict and war.


Foreign Internal Defense operations, SF’s main peacetime mission, are designed to help friendly developing nations by working with their military and police forces to improve their technical skills, understanding of human rights issues, and to help with humanitarian and civic action projects.


Often SF units are required to perform additional, or collateral, activities outside their primary missions. These collateral activities are coalition warfare/support, combat search and rescue, security assistance, peacekeeping, 

humanitarian assistance, countermine and counter-drug operations.


Coalition warfare/support emerged as a result of Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm. This activity ensures the ability of a wide variety of foreign troops to work together effectively in a wide variety of military exercises or operations.


On an everyday basis, soldiers of the U.S. Army Special Forces Command (Airborne) are deployed around the world, living up to their motto – De Oppresso Liber. “To Free the Oppressed.”
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U.S. Army Special Forces Command (Airborne) has evolved through a spirited heritage - spanning three centuries and threading itself through numerous organizations.


Its soldiers trace their lineage to the 1st Special Service Force (Devil 's Brigade) and derive their heritage from elements of the Office of Strategic Services (Jedburghs, Operational Groups and Detachment IO 1).


Special Forces soldiers have earned the title of "Quiet Professional." They have been involved in peacetime operations and armed conflicts around the world over the past five decades.


In addition to service in Vietnam, Special Forces were recently employed in Panama during Operation Just Cause and during Operations Desert Shield and Storm.

Desert Storm Commander, Gen. H. Norman Schwarzkopf, described Special Forces as the "eyes and ears" of conventional forces and as the "glue that held coalition forces together."


Special Forces soldiers continue to serve at home and abroad providing humanitarian assistance and assisting with foreign internal defense in friendly foreign nations.  Recent humanitarian assistance missions 

include Promote Liberty, Provide Comfort, Sea Angel, Guantanamo,

Cuba, Hurricane Andrew, and Restore Hope.

They continue to willingly undertake difficult missions in order to help those who are less fortunate.  They are quiet professionals, living by their motto "De Oppresso Liber" - To Free the Oppressed.


On November 27, 1990, the U.S. Army 1st Special Operations Command was redesignated the U.S. Army Special Forces Command (Airborne).  Its mission: to train, validate, and prepare Special Forces units to deploy and execute operational requirements for the war-fighting commanders-in-chief.


Special Forces Command exercises command and control over five active component groups.  Additionally, it exercises training oversight of two Army National Guards groups.


Each Special Forces Group is regionally oriented to support one of the war fighting commanders-in-chief (CINCs).  Special Forces soldiers routinely deploy in support of the CINCs of U.S. European Command, U.S. Atlantic Command, U.S. Pacific.

Command, U.S. Southern Command and the U.S. Central Command.




Special Forces Groups and Regional


Orientations





1st Special Forces Group (Airborne)


Fort Lewis, Wash.


One battalion in Okinawa, Japan


(Pacific Command)





3rd Special Forces Group (Airborne)


Fort Bragg, N.C.


(European Command, Africa)





5th Special Forces Group (Airborne)


Fort Campbell, Ky.


(Central Command)





7th Special Forces Group (Airborne)


Fort Bragg, N.C.


One company in Puerto Rico


(Southern Command)





10th Special Forces Group (Airborne)


Fort Carson, Colo.


One battalion in Stuttgart, Germany


(European Command)





19th Special Forces Group (Airborne)


Salt Lake City, Utah


(Pacific and Central Commands)





20th Special Forces Group (Airborne)


Birmingham, Ala.


(Southern Command)
































U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES COMMAND (A)








The Special Forces Operational Detachment-A, or A-Team, is the fundamental building block for all Special Forces Groups. There are six A detachments in each Special Forces company.


	A captain leads the 12-man team. Second in command is a warrant officer. Two noncommissioned officers, or NCOs, trained in each of the five SF functional areas: weapons, engineer, medical, communications, and operations and intelligence comprise the remainder of the team. All team members are SF qualified and cross-trained in different skills, as well as being multi-lingual.


	Capabilities of the highly-versatile A-team include: plan and conduct SF operations separately or as part of a larger force; infiltrate and exfiltrate specified operational areas by air, land, or sea; conduct operations in remote areas and hostile environments for extended periods of time with a minimum of external direction and support; develop, organize, equip, train and advise or direct indigenous forces up to battalion size in special operations; train, advise and assist other U.S. and allied forces and agencies; plan and conduct unilateral SF operations; perform other special operations as directed by higher authority.


	In the SF company, one of the six A-teams is trained in combat diving and one is trained in military free-fall parachuting. Both are used as methods of infiltration.


	The detachment can serve as a manpower pool from which SF commanders organize tailored SF teams to perform specific missions.


In general, A-teams are equipped with communications, i.e. tactical satellite communications, high-frequency radios, and global positioning system. Medical kits include laboratory and dental instruments and supplies, sterilizer, resuscitator-aspirator, water-testing kits and veterinary equipment. Other key equipment includes individual and perimeter defense weapons as well as electric and non-electric demolitions and night-vision devices. Equipment distribution may be geared to conform to specific missions.


	For underwater or waterborne infiltration, scuba teams are equipped with open-circuit twin 80s SCUBA tanks, closed-circuit Dragger (rebreather) Lar-V, Zodiac boat and Klepper kayaks. Military free-fall parachuting teams use ram-air parachutes and oxygen systems.








Special Forces “A” Team Organizational Structure











Special Forces History
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